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France Dominates Europe's Digital Library 

BySTEPHEN CASTLE 
Published: November 19, 2008 

BRUSSELS — France has never been shy about promoting its 
culture, so few were surprised when it took a close i nterest i n a new 
di gital I i brary i ntended to showcase Europe's hi story, I iterature, arts 
and science. 

But when the new site, called Europeana, begins life on Thursday, 
nnorethan half of its two million items will come from just one of the 
27 countri es i n the European Union : F ranee. 

So comprehensive is France's cultural domi nance over this cyberspace outpost that 
other countries are havi ng thei r own history written for them — i n French, of course. 

"I find the figures extraordinary," said Viviane Reding, the European commissioner 
responsi bl e for the proj ect. "F ranee has hal f the content — the col I apse of the Berl i n 
Wall is illustrated with a French TV documentary." 

She sai d that some countri es that had been skepti cal about the proj ect changed thei r 
mi nds now that the I i brary was a real ity. 

Europeana combines the digital resources of museums and libraries, and the 
information provided includes paintings, maps, videos and newspapers. 

Material is free of copyright so it can be downloaded for blogs, research or school work 
by anyone with an Internet connection. 

Al ready, the i mages onl i ne i ncl ude the M agna Carta from Bri tai n, the Vermeer pai nti ng 
"Girl With a Pearl Earri ng" from the Mauritshuis Museum in The Hague and a copy of 
Dante's "Divine Comedy." 

But only 1 percent of the content has information about Germany, 14 percent about 
Spain and only 10 percent about Britain. 

Stephen Bury, head of British and American Collections at the British Library, described 
it as a "great achievement" and said his institution was relaxed about the domi nance of 
Gal lie culture. 

The European Commission says that if it achieves its aim of putting 10 million items 
onto the digital library by 2010, it will come at a price of 350 million to 400 million 
euros. 



A version of this article appeared in print on November 20, 2008, on 
page B6 of ttie New York edition. 
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